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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

* If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 15-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Hsieh 
et al. (USPN 6,795,274). 

Hsieh et al. discloses a breakline in a brittle material generated by laser scribing. 

Applicant's claim recitations regarding the method of forming a product, relate 
only to the method of producing the claimed product, which does not impart patentability 
to the product claims. Note that determination of patentability is based on the product 
itself, In re Brown 173 USPQ 685, 688 and In re Fessmann 180 USPQ 324, and the 
patentability of a product does not depend its method of production, In re Pilkington 162 
USPQ 145, 147; see also In re Thorpe 227 USPQ 964 (CAFC 1985). Note that it is 
Applicant's burden to prove that an unobvious difference exists, In re Marosi 218 USPQ 
289, 292-293 (CAFC 1983), and Applicant must show that different methods of 
manufacture produce articles having inherently different characteristics, Ex parte 
Skinner 2 USPQ 2d 1788. 
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Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 & 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Fanning (USPN 4,229,865) in view of Hoekstra et al. (USPN 6,21 1,488). 

Fanning discloses laser scribing using a Q switched YAG laser. The Nd:YAG 
laser generates a polarized laser beam having constant pulse rate, which strikes a 
mirror to reflect the beam onto a half mirror. Half of the laser beam is reflected by the 
mirror as a beam that is impinged on another mirror which reflects the beam onto a half 
mirror which functions to divert a portion of the laser beam to form the laser scribing 
beam. The remainder of the beam is impinged on a mirror, which functions to deflect the 
laser beam as laser scribing beams. 

Fanning does not disclose a beam splitter. 

Hoekstra et al. disclose a laser apparatus and method using a laser to scribe a 
brittle material. Edges of part, which was cut, may be smoothed. Varying laser 
polarization is one method of smoothing. Beam splitters are used commonly in laser 
systems. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to use Hoekstra et al. splitting and polarization variation, in the Fanning 
system because both are directed to laser scribing and yield optimal finishes. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to M. Alexandra Elve whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1 173. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:00 Monday to Friday: 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jonathan Johnson can be reached on 571-272-1 177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
September 30, 2007. 
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